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Potentially Preventable Hospitalizations in Adults Over 65,” AcademyHealth Annual 

Research Meeting, Boston, Massachusetts [June 2016].  
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“Comparison of Data to Decision Models for a Data Consortia,” International Society for 

Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research, Washington, DC [May 2016]. 

 

“Hospitals’ Readiness for Stage 2 Meaningful Use,” American Public Health Association, 

Washington, DC [November 2015].  

  

 “Hospital Characteristics Associated with EHR Vendor Selection,” AcademyHealth Annual 

Research Meeting, Minneapolis, Minnesota [June 2015]. 

 

“The Incremental Cost of Healthcare Associated Infections for Individuals Admitted with 

Potentially Preventable Hospitalizations” AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota [June 2015] 

 

“Medical Expenditure Associated with Opioids Usage in Chronic Non-Cancer Pain: A Cross-

Sectional Study Based on Medical Expenditure Panel Survey Data,” International Society 

for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research, Philadelphia, PA [May 2015]. 

 

“A Cross-Sectional Analysis of Potentially Preventable Hospitalizations and Healthcare Associated 

Infections,” Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, San Diego, California [June 2014]. 

 

“Rural-Urban Differences in Healthcare Expenditures,” American Public Health Association, 

Boston, Massachusetts [November 2013].  

 

“Diabetes and Work-Productivity Losses: An Assessment of Diabetes Related Productivity Losses 

from an Employer’s Perspective.” AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting, Baltimore, 

Maryland [June 2013]. 

 

“Effects of Diabetes Self-Management Programs on Time-to-hospitalization among Patients with 

Type 2 Diabetes: A Survival Analysis Model.” AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting, 

Baltimore, Maryland [June 2013]. 

  

“Squeezing the Balloon:  Propensity Scores and Unmeasured Covariate Balance,” Invited 

Presentation, College of Pharmacy, University of Kentucky [September 2012].  Also 

presented at the Houston Center for Quality of Care and Utilization Studies (HCQCUS), 

Michael E. Debakey VA Medical Center, Houston, Texas [October 2011]. 

 

“Economic Impact of Potential Drug-Drug Interactions Among Patients Taking Opioid Analgesics,” 

International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research, Baltimore, 

Maryland [May 2011]. 

 

“Payer-Rated Value of Pain Improvement in Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer:  Tradeoffs 

Between Survival, Pain and Analgesic Use,” International Society for Pharmacoeconomics 

and Outcomes Research, Baltimore, Maryland [May 2011]. 

 

“Use of Secondary Data Sources to Estimate Inpatient Costs and Payments for Acute Coronary 

Syndrome,” International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research, 

Baltimore, Maryland [May 2011]. 
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“Cost-effectiveness of Rosuvastatin 20 mg in Reducing Cardiovascular Morbidity and Mortality in 

Patients at Higher Risk of Cardiovascular Events,” American Heart Association Conference 

on Quality of Care and Outcomes Research in Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke, 

Washington, D.C. [May 2010]. 

 
“Medical and Economic Burden of Atherosclerosis among Older Patients,” American Heart 

Association Conference on Quality of Care and Outcomes Research in Cardiovascular 

Disease and Stroke, Washington, D.C. [May 2009] 

 

“Diagnoses and Medical Management Patterns of Patients Prior to the Incidence of a 

Cardiovascular Event,” American Heart Association Joint Conference, Cardiovascular 

Disease Epidemiology and Prevention & Nutrition, Physical Activity and Metabolism, Palm 

Harbor, FL [March 2009] 

 

“Cardiovascular Events among Patients Diagnosed with Atherosclerosis,” American Heart 

Association Joint Conference, Cardiovascular Disease Epidemiology and Prevention & 

Nutrition, Physical Activity and Metabolism, Palm Harbor, FL [March 2009]  

 

“Clinical and Economic Burden of Atherosclerosis in Clinical Practice,” American Society of 

Health-Systems Pharmacists, Orlando, Florida [December 2008]. 

 

“Differences in Resource Utilization among COPD Patients Treated with Albuterol MDI or 

Pirbuterol BAI,” International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes 

Research/European Congress, Athens, Greece [November 2008]. 

 

“Relationship Between Formal and Informal Care Among Medicaid Home Health Care Recipients,” 

Gerontological Society of America, Washington, DC [November 2008]. 

 

“A Genetic Instrumental Variables Analysis of the Effects of Maternal Smoking on Birth 

Outcomes,” American Society of Health Economists, Durham, North Carolina [June 2008]. 

 

“Low-density Lipoprotein Levels and Dyslipidemia Treatment in Patients Diagnosed with 

Atherosclerosis,” American Heart Association/Quality of Care and Outcomes Research, 

Baltimore, Maryland [April 2008]. 

 

“Prenatal Care Utilization and Its Effects on Infant Health in Samples of Normal versus Abnormal 

Births from Argentina,” International Health Economics Association, Copenhagen, Denmark 

[July 2007]. 

 

“Spatial Competition in the U.S. Hospital Industry and the Economic Effects of Specialty Hospital 

Entry,” International Health Economics Association, Copenhagen, Denmark [July 2007].  

 

“Effectiveness of Statins in LDL-C Lowering and National Cholesterol Education Program (NCEP) 

Adult Treatment Panel (ATP) III Goal Attainment among Diabetes Patients,” American 

Diabetes Association, Chicago, Illinois [June 2007]. 

 

“Cost-Effectiveness among Brand and Generic Statins Based on Real-World Effectiveness: 

Implications for Statin Formulary Design,” International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and 

Outcomes Research, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania [May 2007]. 
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"Comparison of Titration Rates Among Statins in Routine Clinical Practice," American Heart 

Association, Quality of Care Conference, Washington, DC [May 2007].   

 

“Increased Risk of Cardiovascular Events Among Type 2 Diabetes Patients with Dyslipidemia,” 

American Heart Association, Conference on Cardiovascular Disease Epidemiology and 

Prevention, Orlando, Florida [March 2007].   

 

 “Annual Rates and Costs of Fragility Fractures by Gender in Managed Care Populations,” World 

Congress on Osteoporosis, Toronto, Canada [June 2006]. 

 

“The Effects of Specialty Hospitals on General Hospital Operating Margins, 1997-2003,” American 

Society of Health Economists, Madison, Wisconsin [June 2006]. 

 

 “Effectiveness of Rosuvastatin Compared to Atorvastatin and Simvastatin in High-risk Patients in 

Routine Clinical Practice,” Society of General Internal Medicine, Los Angeles, California 

[April 2006]. 

 

“Cost-Effectiveness of Pharmacological Treatment for Osteopenia in Postmenopausal Women,” 

Society for Medical Decision Making, San Francisco, California [October 2005]. 

 

“Treatment Innovation and the Costs of Treatment for Acute Coronary Syndrome,” American 

College of Clinical Pharmacy, San Francisco, California [October 2005]. 

 

“Cost-Effectiveness of a Diabetes Education Program for Medicaid Patients,” American Diabetes 

Association, San Diego, California [June 2005]. 

 

“Economic Evaluation of Short-Term Fracture-Related Costs Among Osteoporosis Treatments,” 

International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research, Washington, D.C. 

[May 2004]. 

 

“Fracture-Related Medical Costs in the First Year Following a Non-Vertebral Fracture in a 

Managed Care Setting,” Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy, San Francisco, California 

[April 2004].  

 

“Cost Effectiveness of Prenatal Genetic and Ultrasound Screening for Van der Woude Syndrome,” 

American Society of Human Genetics, Los Angeles, California [November 2003]. 

 

"Patterns of Osteoporosis Therapy Use: Disease Severity, Patient Knowledge and Socioeconomic 

Factors," American Society for Bone and Mineral Research, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

[September 2003].  

 

“Cost-Effectiveness of Tamsulosin, Doxazosin and Terazosin in the Treatment of Benign Prostatic 

Hyperplasia,” American Urological Association, Chicago, Illinois [April 2003]. 

 

“Trends in Diagnoses Associated with the Use of Raloxifene in the United States,” North American 

Menopause Society, New Orleans, Louisiana [October 2001]. 

 

“Developing Useful Economic Models for Managed Care,” Progressive Strategies for Improved 
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Formulary Decisions, Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy, Dallas, Texas [October 2001]. 

 

“The Effects of Certificate-of-Need Repeal on Medicaid Long-Term Care Expenditures,” Academy 

for Health Services Research and Health Policy, Atlanta, Georgia [June 2001]. 

 

“Impact of Postmenopausal Hormone Replacement Therapy on Resource Utilization and Costs,” 

Fourth International Symposium on Women’s Health and Menopause, Washington, DC 

[May 2001]. 

 

“‘If I Was Buying a QALY, Maybe I’d Care How Much One Costs – But I’m Not So I Don’t’:  

Barriers to Use of Cost-Effectiveness Information for Resource Allocation Decisions in 

Health Care,” Workshop, Institute of Government and Public Affairs, University of Illinois 

at Chicago [March 2001]. 

 

FUNDED RESEARCH (since 2001): 

 

Co-Principal Investigator, Evaluation of Texas’s Medicaid 1115 Waiver Regional Health 

Partnerships, Phase III, Texas State Health and Human Services Commission [2023-2032]. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator, Evaluation of Texas’s Medicaid 1115 Waiver Regional Health 

Partnerships, Phase II, Texas State Health and Human Services Commission [2019-2023]. 

 

Principal Investigator, Affordability of Health Services within a Privately Insured Population, 

Affordability Cures Research Consortium, Health Care Service Corporation [2019-2022]. 

 

Investigator, Cost Impact of Health Teleservices Provided to Texas Medicaid and CHIP Members, 

Texas State Health and Human Services Commission [2019-2020]. 

 

Principal Investigator, Evaluation of Texas’s Medicaid 1115 Waiver Regional Health Partnerships, 

Texas State Health and Human Services Commission [2015-2018; Co-PI 2013-2014]. 

 

Principal Investigator, Image-Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT) versus Standard RT for Poor-

Performing Patients with Lung Cancer, [Cost-effectiveness sub-study], Cancer Prevention 

Research Institute of Texas [2011-2018]. 

 

Investigator, Comparative Value of Transoral Surgery and Radiation for Oropharynx Cancer, 

Radiation Oncology Institute [2015-2016]. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator, Analysis of Site of Care and Payment Rates for Pediatric Outpatient 

Therapy for Texas Medicaid and other Payers in Texas (Rider 51), Texas Health and Human 

Services Commission [2013-2014]. 

 

Project Consultant, Identifying Determinants of Birth Outcomes in South America, Fogarty 

International Center, R03-TW008110 [2010-2012]. 

 

Investigator, Functional Outcomes in OEF/OIF Veterans with PTSD and Alcohol Misuse, Health 

Services Research & Development, Department of Veterans Affairs [2010-2013] 
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Principal Investigator, Factors Motivating & Affecting Information Seeking in Health Information 

Exchange, National Cancer Institute, R21-CA138605 [2009-2011].  

 

Investigator, Center for Health Organization Transformation, National Science Foundation 

University/Industry Cooperative Research Center [2008-2013]. 

 

Investigator, Economic and Clinical Outcomes of Chronic Disease Management for Persons with 

Diabetes and CVD, Christus Foundation [2006-2008]. 

 

Investigator, Instant Total Contact Cast to Heal Diabetic Foot Ulcers, National Institute of Diabetes 

and Digestive and Kidney Diseases [2006-2010]. 

 

Investigator, Health and Health Services Use in the HRS/AHEAD, National Institute on Aging 

[2004-2009]. 

 

Investigator, Health Information Technology Value in Rural Hospitals, Agency for Healthcare 

Quality and Research [2004-2007]. 

 

Investigator, Do Clinical Practice Guidelines Improve Economic Efficiency Within the VA System? 

Health Services Research and Development, Department of Veterans Affairs [2003-06].  

 

Principal Investigator, Development of a Model to Evaluate the Cost-Effectiveness of Tamsulosin in 

the Treatment of Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

[2002]. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator, Impact of Payment Methods and Regulatory Structures on Patient Safety 

and Quality of Health Care, Iowa Department of Public Health/Centers for Disease Control 

[2002-03]. 

 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES: 

 

Student Supervision (since 2001): 

 

Current Doctoral Students  

 

Member, Thesis Committee for Michelle Hayek, Ph.D. Candidate, Industrial and Systems 

Engineering [2023-]. 

 

Member, Thesis Committee for Susmita Chakraborty, Ph.D. Candidate, Health Services Research 

[2023-]. 

 

Co-Chair, Thesis Committee for Kessler Brock, Ph.D. Candidate, Health Services Research [2021-]. 

 

Co-Chair, Thesis Committee for Morgan Kassabian, Ph.D. Candidate, Health Services Research 

[2021-]. 

 

Co-Chair, Thesis Committee for Judith Beverly, Ph.D. Candidate, Health Services Research [2020-

]. 
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Past Doctoral Students (with current position; *dissertation committee chair/co-chair) 

 

*Sophia Anyatonwu, Ph.D. (2022): Data Analyst, Office of Inspector General, Texas Health and 

Human Services Commission, Austin, Texas. 

 

Nikita Wagle, Ph.D. (2022): Principal Research Scientist, American Cancer Society, Atlanta, 

Georgia. 

 

*Eniola Olatunji, Ph.D. (2021): Research Specialist, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Boston, 

Massachusetts.  

 

Nima Khodakarami, Ph.D. (2021): Assistant Professor, Penn State University – Beaver, Beaver, 

PA. 

 

Mohammad Karim, Ph.D. (2020): Assistant Professor, University of Nevada – Las Vegas. 

 

Theodoros Giannouchos, Ph.D. (2020): Assistant Professor, School of Public Health, University of 

Alabama at Birmingham. 

 

*Hao Zhang, Ph.D. (2019): Assistant Professor, School of Public Health, University of Alabama at 

Birmingham. 

 

Ammar Aftab, Ph.D. (2019): Asian Development Bank, Health Service Delivery and Health 

Facilities Specialist. 

 

*Yichen Zhang, Ph.D. (2019): Senior Health Economist, Research Triangle Institute, Boston, MA. 

 

*Yuxian Du, Ph.D. (2018):  Manager of Research Strategy, Bayer Pharmaceuticals, Whippany, 

New Jersey. 

 

Shannon Butkus, Ph.D. (2018):  Vice President, Skilled Therapy Services, UnitedHealth Group's 

Community & State Plans, College Station, Texas. 

 

*Debra (Tan) Choi, Ph.D. (2018): Advanced Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Innovations in 

Quality, Effectiveness and Safety, DeBakey VA Medical Center, Houston, Texas.  

 

*Affan Ghaffari, Ph.D. (2017):  Research Faculty, Department of Behavioral Sciences and Social 

Medicine, Florida State University College of Medicine, Tallahassee. 

 

*Terri Menser, Ph.D. (2016): Senior Associate Consultant, Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

James Fish, Ph.D. (2016):  Former Associate Director (retired), Medical Services, Texas A&M 

University. 

 

*Obioma Nwaiwu, Ph.D. (2015): Assistant Professor of Geriatrics, Donald W. Reynolds Institute 

on Aging, University of Arkansas Medical School, Little Rock, Arkansas.  
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Sherry Lin, Ph.D. (2015): Instructional Associate Professor, School of Public Health, Texas A&M 

University. 

 

*Jungyeon Kim, PhD (2015): Senior Healthcare Data Analyst, MassHealth (MA Medicaid/CHIP). 

Boston, MA. 

 

*Liza Creel, PhD (2015):  Associate Professor, University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, 

Aurora, Colorado. 

 

*Andrea Lorden, PhD (2014): Senior Research Associate, Real-World Evidence/Data Analytics, 

Evidera/PPD, Austin, Texas. 

 

*Wei-Chen Lee, PhD (2013): Assistant Professor, Department of Family Medicine, University of 

Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, Texas. 

 

Omolola Adepoju, PhD (2013): Associate Professor, College of Medicine, University of Houston, 

Houston, Texas. 

 

Patricia Moore, Ph.D. (2013): Senior Director, Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas 

(CPRIT), Austin, Texas. 

 

*Justin Dickerson, Ph.D. (2012): Biostatistician/Clinical Researcher, Intermountain Medical Center 

& Adjunct Associate Professor of Pharmacotherapy Outcomes Research, University of Utah, 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 

Aaron Spaulding, Ph.D. (2011): Associate Professor of Health Services Research, Division of 

Health Care Policy and Research, Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

Darcy McMaughan, Ph.D. (2010): Assistant Professor, Community Health Sciences, Oklahoma 

State University, Stillwater OK. 

 

Joshua Vest, Ph.D. (2010): Professor, School of Public Health, Indiana University, Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 

 

Adaeze (Akamigbo) Enekwechi, Ph.D. (2007): Partner, Welsh, Carson, Anderson & Stowe; and 

Professorial Lecturer, George Washington University, Washington, DC. 

 

Pengxiang Li, Ph.D. (2007): Senior Research Investigator, Leonard Davis Institute of Health 

Economics, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

 

Thomas R. Miller, Ph.D. (2007): Director of Health Policy Research, American Society of 

Anesthesiologists, Schaumburg, Illinois.  

 

Megan Sheffer-Czuta, Ph.D. (2007): Senior Director, Business Intelligence, Northwestern Mutual, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

 

Sara Imhof, Ph.D. (2006): Senior Director, North Carolina Precision Health Collaborative, North 

Carolina Biotechnology Center, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina. 
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*George Wehby, Ph.D. (2006): John W. Colloton Professor, Department of Health Management 

and Policy, University of Iowa, Iowa City. {Awarded 2012 John Thompson Prize for 

Outstanding Young Investigator, Health Services Research}. 

 

*Gerd Clabaugh, ABD (2005): Former Director (retired), Iowa Department of Public Health, Des 

Moines, Iowa.   

 

Lori Dolan, Ph.D. (2004): Research Scientist, Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation, 

University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine, Iowa City, Iowa.    

 

Mirou Jaana, Ph.D. (2003): Professor, Telfer School of Management, University of Ottawa, Canada. 

 

Risto Rautiainen, Ph.D. (2002): Professor, Department of Environmental, Agricultural & 

Occupational Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center. 

 

Past Masters Thesis Students (*thesis committee chair) 

 

*Geng Zhang, MSPH – Health Services Research (2022). 

 

*Anas Nabil, MSPH – Health Services Research (2020).  

 

Jin Hyuk Lee, MSPH – Biostatistics (2011). 

 

*Jongwha Chang, MSPH – Health Services Research (2007). 

 

Gang Fang, MS – Pharmacoeconomics (2004). 

 

Graduate Courses Taught (Texas A&M School of Public Health): 

 

Introduction to Health Economics  Advanced Health Economics 

Health Insurance and Managed Care  Cost-effectiveness Analysis and Policy 

Health Services Research Methods  Managerial Statistics 

Secondary Data Analysis   Analytic Issues in Health Services Research II 

Causal Inference*      

 (*co-taught with Biostatistics faculty) 

  

SERVICE ACTIVITIES (since 2005): 

 

Service to University Community: 

 

University Professor Selection Committee [2018-19, 2020-2021, 2023-2024]. 

Health Science Center, Regents Professor Nomination Committee [2018] 

Health Science Center, Appointments, Promotion and Tenure Committee [2007-11, 2013-15]. 

Health Science Center, Technology Commercialization Advisory Committee [2006-2009]. 

Health Science Center, Committee on Academic Salary History [2006-2007]. 

School of Public Health, Promotion & Tenure Committee [2011-2015, 2017- ; Chair, 2013-2015]. 

School of Public Health, Search Committee for Department Chair – Health Policy and Management 

[2020-2021]. 

School of Public Health, Search Committee for Department Chair – Epidemiology [2007-2008]. 
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School of Public Health, Nominations Committee [2006-2010]. 

School of Public Health, Research Committee [2006-2009, 2015- ]. 

School of Public Health, Doctoral Degrees Program Committee [2007-2012; Chair, 2007-2009]. 

Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Faculty Search Committee [2011-12; 2014-15; 

2016]. 

Department of Health Policy and Management, Promotion & Tenure Committee [Member, 2005- ; 

Chair, 2006- ]. 

Department of Health Policy and Management, PhD Program Committee [2006- ; Chair, 2007-08, 

2014-2021]. 

Department of Health Policy and Management, Faculty Search Committee [2007-08; 2008-09; 

2012-2013; 2013-14; 2014-15; 2018-19; 2023-24]. 

 

Service to Scholarly Community: 

 

Article Referee (ad hoc) 

 

American Economic Review  

American Journal of Economics & Sociology 

American Journal of Health Economics 

American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy 

American Journal of Managed Care 

American Journal of Political Science 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 

Journal of the American Medical Association 

JAMA – Internal Medicine 

Annals of Behavioral Medicine 

Annals of General Psychiatry 

Annals of Internal Medicine 

Annals of the American Thoracic Society 

Applied Health Economics and Health Policy 

AREUEA Journal  

British Medical Journal 

BMC Cancer 

BMC Cardiovascular Disorders 

BMC Endocrine Disorders 

BMC Health Services Research 

BMC Women’s Health 

BMJ Open 

Cardiovascular Diabetology 

Cost-effectiveness and Resource Allocation 

Clinical Drug Investigation 

Clinical Interventions in Aging 

Clinical Therapeutics 

Economic Inquiry 

Expert Review of Pharmacoeconomics  

     & Outcomes Research  

Family Planning Perspectives 

Journal of Diabetes and Its Complications 

Journal of General Internal Medicine 

Growth and Change 

Health Affairs 

Health Care Financing Review 

Journal of Health Politics, Policy & Law  

 

Journal of Health Economics 

Health Economics 

Health Economics Review 

Health Services Insights 

Health Services Research  

Hospital & Health Services Administration  

Industrial and Labor Relations Review 

International Journal for Equity in Health 

International Journal for Quality in Health Care 

International J Healthcare Finance & Economics 

International Journal of Obesity 

Journal of Human Resources  

Land Economics 

Journal of Law and Economics 

Journal of Macroeconomics 

Managed Care Interface 

Journal of Managed Care & Specialty Pharmacy 

Medical Care 

Journal of Medical Economics 

Pharmacoeconomics 

Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety  

Policy Studies Journal 

Policy Studies Review 

Preventative Medicine 

Public Finance Quarterly 

Quality of Life Research 

Quarterly Review of Economics & Finance 

Review of Economics and Statistics 
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Journal of Rural Health 

Social Science and Medicine 

Social Science Quarterly 

Southern Economic Journal 

Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation 

Value in Health 

Vascular Health and Risk Management 

Journal of Women’s Health 

 

 

Research Organization Service: 

Member, Selection Committee, Award for Excellence in Research Methodology, International 

Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research [2004, 2007] 

Member, Selection Committee, “Article of the Year” Award, Journal of Managed Care and 

Specialty Pharmacy, Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy [2004, 2008, 2012, 2014]  

 


